As water is one of the most important vehicles of infection in cholera, the viability of the cholera vibrio in natural waters has attracted the attention of a number of cholera workers. 
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Workers who have examined the viability of Vibrio cholera? in water are agreed that whereas the vibrio can live for a short time in untreated natural waters, it survives for longer periods in samples that had been previously boiled. Hankin (1896) attributed the bactericidal effect to the acid reaction of the river waters. d 'Herelle (1926) (3) The viability of V. cholerce is considerably increased in autoclaved samples. It is suggested that the increase in viability is due partly to the increase in the available food supply in the autoclaved water which results from the break-down of the suspended organic matter.
(4) Choleraphage was not found in any of the samples of water tested.
